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death at once. Not until much later did the Order allow the
brethren to be ransomed by money payments.
In their struggle against the Moslems, the Templars
received little support from the other Christians in Syria.
Most of the Franks now in the East were the children or
grandchildren of the men of the First Crusade and had been
born in Syria. The vigour and energy that had been
characteristic of the earlier settlers were lacking in their
descendants. The second and third generation of Franks
desired to enjoy the luxury that the country afforded and
preferred peace to war. They were inclined to look upon
the fighting Orders, who existed only to carry on the
struggle against the infidel, as disturbing elements in the
kingdom.
Men still came from the West to settle in Palestine and
showed the courage, enthusiasm and aggressiveness of the
original colonisers, but such newcomers were comparatively
few. Without a steady influx of the hardier and more
powerful Westerners, the race was bound to deteriorate.
Those who emigrated from Europe did not long retain their
vigour in the enervating climate of Syria, and many of them
quickly became demoralised by the unaccustomed luxury
which the East provided. The Temple and the Hospital
were, however, in a diiferent position* Their members were
picked men who had to live under a strict discipline, and
whose lives were controlled with the object of fitting them for
war. Moreover, because of the awful slaughter in the
Orders, the average life of a Templar or Hospitaller was
short. The wastage could only be made good by drafting
new members from the West, and therefore a considerable
proportion of the brethren always consisted of men who had
recently come from Europe and whose strength and efficiency
were unimpaired by the conditions of life in the East.
The wastage in the Temple was particularly heavy in the
years immediately following the capture of Ascalon. Bertrand